Mature & Old Trees in Eastern Oregon Forests - 21 inch rule
Context: At a time when scientists and policymakers alike are
advocating for the protection of mature and old trees, wildlife and water on
our public lands, the Biden Administration has been saddled with a rule
promulgated by a Trump appointee days before the end of his Presidency.
The rule eliminates the protection for mature and older trees on over
14,000 square miles of the Fremont Winema, Deschutes, Ochoco, Malheur,
Umatilla, and Wallowa Whitman National Forests. This is 2/3 of the state of
Oregon, and it is important to note these are not just dry pine forests.
These lands have extensive moist mixed conifer forests that you might
mistake for the coast range if you were led there blindfolded.
The forests with mature and larger trees have high levels of
biodiversity, store more water, and have significant cultural importance to
the Nez Perce tribe (Contacts: David Mildrexler, Angela Sondenaa)
Efforts to thin these landscapes to reduce fire risk are being
questioned by top scientists and will result in more carbon loss than fire
itself, degrade water and biodiversity. (Synthesis - Dr. Law, forthcoming)
Money Flowing In: Large sums of money are flowing to the Forest
Service for forest management and the expectation is that there will be a
ramp up in thinning for fire risk reduction consistent with the Wildfire Crisis
Strategy. The agency is doing less public process and scientific review,
and increasingly devolving control to collaborative groups dominated by
industry representatives and local politicians.
Litigation on the Horizon: the Forest Service is already proposing
and planning backcountry logging of large trees on a significant scale from
the Fremont Winema (South Warner Project) to the Umatilla National
Forest (Ellis Project) to the doorstep of the Eagle Cap Wilderness and in
the Hells Canyon National Recreation Area (Morgan Nesbitt Project). The
elimination of the protection for trees 21 inches diameter at breast height
was to allow for larger Grand firs to be cut to pay for the “restoration”.

